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NEW DELHI STATEMENT
ON THE
MEETING TO CONCLUDE AND ENDORSE THE PROPOSED CENTRAL ASIAN FLYWAY
ACTION PLAN TO CONSERVE MIGRATORY WATERBIRDSAND THEIR HABITATS

New Delhi, 10-12 June 2005

1 The Mesting to Conclude and Endorse the Proposed Central Asan Hyway Action Plan to
Conserve Migratory Waterbirds and their Habitats, held in New Delhi, India, from 10-12 June 2005, was
attended by nearly 100 participants from the following Range States of the Centrd Asian Flyway (CAF):
Afghanigtan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Iran, Irag, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Madives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepa, Russian Federation, Sri Lanka, Tgjikistan, Turkmenistan, United Arab
Emirates, United Kingdom, Uzbekistan and Y emen, and representatives of the United States of America,
African Eurasan Waterbird Agreement (AEWA), Central Asan Regiond Environment Centre (Kazakhgtan),
BirdLife Internationd, International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation (CIC), Internationd Crane
Foundation, Wetlands Internationd, and anumber of nationa non-governmental organisationsand inditutions,
including Bombay Natura History Society, Saim Ali Centrefor Ornithology and Natura History, and Wildlife
Protection Society of India sIndian Cranesand WetlandsWorking Group. Range Statesfrom the CAF region
not in attendance were Bahrain, Georgia, Kuwait, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar and Saudi Arabia.

2. TheMeeting was organised by the Convention on Migratory Species(CMS), in cooperation with
Wetlands Internationdl . Wetlands Internationa aso provided technica advicetothe CM S Secretariat and in-
kind support to the mesting.

3. The Meeting expressed its sincere gratitude to thelndian Ministry of Environment and Forestsfor
hogting the event with organisationd support from the Wildlife Ingtitute of India

4. It 50 expressed itsthanksfor the generousfinancia contributions provided by the Governments of
India, the Netherlands and Switzerland, aswell as CMS, AEWA, the Globa Environment Facility, and the
UNEP Regiond Offices for West Asa, Ada and the Pacific, and Europe (Pan-European Biodiversity and

Landscape Strategy).
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5. The Meeting was officidly inaugurated by Honourable Minigter for Environment and Forests,
Government of India, Thiru A. Rga, in the presence of Mr. Namo Narain Meena, Minister of State for
Environment and Forests, Dr. Prodipto Ghosh, Secretary of the same Ministry, Mr Douglas Hykle, Senior
Advisor, Convention on Migratory Species, Mrs. Désirée Bonis, Deputy Head of Mission, Roya Netherlands
Embassy and Mr.Ward Hagemeijer, Head of Biodiversity and Ecologica Networks, Wetlands International.

6. Mr. RP.SKawa, Additiond Director Generd, Wildlife, the Indian Ministry of Environment and
Forests, was elected to chair the Meeting.

7. The CAF coversalarge continental area of Eurasia between the Arctic and Indian Oceans and
associated idand chains. The Flyway comprises severd important waterbird migration routes, most of which
extend from the northernmost breeding grounds in Russia (Siberi@) to the southernmost non-breeding
(wintering) groundsin West and South Asia, the Madives and the British Indian Ocean Territory.

8. The CAF covers at least 182 migratory waterbird species, including 29 globdly threatened and
near-threatened species that breed, migrate and spend the non-breeding (winter) period within the region.
These waterbirds use awide variety of habitats during their annud cycle. This continenta flyway comprises
large semi-arid habitatswith alimited number of wetlands, particularly in the staging areas. Different groups of
migratory waterbirds appear to overlap considerably in the usage of important sites. Many of thewetlandsare
Stuated in areas with dense human popul ations where they provide many goods and servicesto the people, but
wherethey areincreasingly being unsustainably exploited by humans. Thus the management of these wetlands
to secure the provison of these goods and services requires coordinated multi-sectord planning and
implementation to redlise the needs of loca people and biodiversity conservation.

9. Many countries dong the CAF have developing or trandtiond economies with inadequate
alocation of resourcesfor conservation and for involvement of loca stakehol dersin sustainable management of
wetlands. In addition, changesin paliticd sysemsand ingtability in some countries, language and other barriers
may not have enabled strong cooperation among some flyway countries.

10. Thewetlands and other habitats on which the waterbirds depend are consequently very thregtened
adong the CAF, and therefore in need of internationdly agreed and co-ordinated and science-based
conservation measures, ensuring sustainable benefits to people as well as survivd of species and habitats.

11. The New Dehi Meeting was the second meeting of the CAF Range States since they first met in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan, in 2001, to discuss a draft action plan for the CAF to conserve migratory waterbirds
and their habitats.

12. The New Dedhi Meeting had four primary meeting objectives. (1) to provide Range State
delegations with an overview of flyway conservation issues, (2) to finalise and endorse the draft CAF Action
Fan; (3) to consider, prioritise and endorse sdlected implementation activities, and lay the basisfor exploring
and poss bly establishing an interim coordination mechanism; and (4) to develop aconsensuson their preferred
option for alegd and indtitutiona framework for the CAF region.

13. (1) A seriesof technicd presentations provided an overview of flyways and globa and regiona
frameworksfor migratory waterbird and habitat conservation, areview of migration strategiesof waterbirdsin
the CAF, the Internationa Waterbird Census programme, the Important Bird Area programme, a case sudy
of nationd habitat inventory for migratory waterbirds in India and the CMS MoU on Siberian Crane and
related UNEP GEF Project.



AEWA/MORP Inf. 5.7

14. (2) The draft CAF Action Plan text was carefully discussed and amended by the Meeting. A

number of new action points were introduced. One piece of outstanding information is awaited from the
Russian Federation regarding populations of waterbirds to be included in Table 2, and it was confirmed that
thisinformation would be provided to the CM S Secretariat within 2 months of the Meeting’ s closure. It was
agreed that the Action Plan would be circulated by the CM S Secretariat to the Range Statesfor fina review
and comment prior to its adoption a a future intergovernmental mesting.

15. (3) A ligt of seven priority internationa project conceptsto support and inform implementation of
the CAF Action Plan was reviewed by the Meeting. The Meeting strongly supported the need to implement
projectsto (a) prepare adirectory of Stesof international importancefor migratory waterbirdsin the CAF; (b)
develop a monitoring strategy and strengthen capacity for monitoring waterbirds in the CAF, (c) prepare a
flyway status overview of nationd and internationa conservation aspects of migratory waterbirds and their
habitats asabasisfor cooperative conservation action, (d) prepare aflyway overview of the status and trends
of waterbird popul ations to determine future monitoring and conservation priorities, and (€) establish aflyway
network of key contactsand collate aninternationa register of waterbird and habitat projects. Therewasaso
agreement on the need to develop a medium-term Flyway Strategic Plan to support implementation of the
Action Plan. Three additiond priorities were proposed by the Meseting, including the development of sngle
speciesaction plansfor threatened species, anawareness programme and common framework for inventory of
wetlands. The CMSand AEWA Secretariatswereinvited to congder the priorities of theMesting ininitiating
development of flyway activitiesto support implementation of the Action Plan. The CM S Secretariat was aso
invited to further explore with Range States, AEWA and other potentid partners, the concept of an interim
coordination mechaniam to initialy support the implementation of the Action Plan, once adopted.

16. (4) The Range States present were invited to provide an indication of their Government's or
Minigtry’s preference to link the Action Plan under discussion either to a legdly-binding or non-binding
ingrument. Of the 23 delegations present, twelve were in a position to express an officid view — in most
ingtances reflecting the position of their Ministry, rather than a Government position. It was recognized that the
opinions expressed were to be cong dered preliminary and non-binding, and that they might change after further
inter-minigeria consultations. Most of the countries represented had not initiated such consultationswith other
relevant Minigtries prior to the mesting.

17. Deegations expressng an officid view were nearly unanimous in their preference for a legdly-
binding instrument and, of these, there was near unanimity for the Action Plan to beintegrated with the existing
African Eurasan Waterbird Agreement (AEWA). Aninformd poll of the remaining del egations a o suggested
agenerd tendency in favour of alegdly-binding instrument, with the Action Plan linked to the AEWA.. Three
delegations expressed, officidly or unofficidly, apreference for the Action Plan to be linked to anon-binding
memorandum of understanding.

18. While the conclusons of the Meeting provide clear guidance for exploring the AEWA-linked
option in more depth, it was noted that an officid view was gill awaited from 18 of the Range States
concerned, and most of the othershad il to confirm their position on aGovernment level. Thelegd, technica
and other ramifications of the gpproach garnering the most support warrant further investigation in the coming
months by both the CMS and AEWA Secretariats, as well as detailed consideration by their respective
governing bodies when they meet towards the end of 2005.

19. TheMesting participantsreiterated their heartfelt thanksto the Indian Government for the excellent
arrangements for the Meeting, which were conducive to a congenia and efficient work environment.
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